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Pentecost 

Now the green blade rises 
from the buried grain 

wheat that in the dark earth 
many days has lain; 

love lives again,  
that with the dead has been 

Love is come again 
like wheat that springs up green 

 
As we look out of our windows, we see signs of new life – cream and yellow 
daffodils, bright tulips in many colours, trees and bushes coming into bud. If 
we go further afield in parks, by pools and canals, on the roadside, the same 
thing is happening. Farmers are working in the fields – ploughing, planting, 
getting the land ready to provide us with food. 
 

While the earth lasts 
Seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
Summer and winter, day and night, 

Shall not cease 
 
We have been provided with all good things. What we have to do as 
inhabitants of the earth, as those who care, as Christian people, is to make 
sure that everyone has access to these good things. This month we shall be 
reminded of this as we mark Christian Aid Week. 
 
And life is changing for us too. Many people have lost loved ones and their 
loss will stay with them for the rest of their lives. Experiences during lockdown 
will change many of us and for some this will be a positive change; we have 
given thought to what is most important in our lives and this will stay with us. 
As we begin to move out, literally, to the shops, to a cup of coffee with the 
neighbours, to church for activities and services we see the world through 
new eyes. Let us make this a force for change, a force for good, as we move on. 
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At the end of May we celebrate Whitsuntide or Pentecost. Some of us may 
remember celebrating this season as children. We had new clothes for 
Whitsuntide, we went on ‘Whit Walks’ with friends from church and people 
put money into the pockets of these new clothes! 
 
But this isn’t what Pentecost is about:  
 

While the day of Pentecost was running its course they were all together in 
one place when suddenly there came from the sky a noise like that of a 

strong driving wind which filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other 

tongues as the spirit gave them utterance. 
 

This year we have remembered together the birth of Jesus, his life and his 
teaching, his death and resurrection. And at Pentecost we remember the gift 
of the Holy Spirit and the promise that he is with us all the time, no matter 
where we are, what we are doing and how we are feeling. 
 

When our hearts are wintry 
grieving or in pain,  

your touch can call us 
back to life again, 

 fields of our hearts 
that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again 
like wheat that springs up green 

 
Let us pray as we move through this month, we feel the newness of life that it 
brings in mind, body and spirit. 

Margaret 
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News of the Fellowship 

We were very sad to hear of the death of Stan Coombs on April 8th and we 
send our prayers and thoughts to Sandy and Roger and their families on his 
death. Stan will be greatly missed by his family and many friends both at LBC  
and further afield.  

We think and pray for those we know who are unwell;  
Kath Newbold has had a bad fall and is slowly recovering at home.  
Michael Gee who is slowly improving after a stroke.  
Celia Wilkinson has had knee surgery and she and Geoff are at Woodthorpe 
Lodge Care Home while Celia recovers.  
For Daphne Hall adapting to changes in her medication. 

We think too of Penny Griffin’s daughter, Sonia who, with her husband Adam, 
is in the process of moving into their adapted home, Sonia has spent 12 years 
in hospital and nursing care after a dreadful accident in 2009; they would all 
be very grateful for your prayers.  

We are thankful for the freedoms that are now coming but very mindful of all 
those who will be anxious about the changes. We hope that the coming of 
better weather and the possibility of meeting one another will be an 
encouragement and give hope for the future. 

Quiet Reflections 
Lord, you are the potter, we are the clay.                                                                                      

We ask that You mould us, shape us and use us.                                                                      
We want to be vessels You are pleased with in every way.                                 

No flaws, no marks but vessels that are beautiful in your sight.                                                                                        
Fill us afresh with Your Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
 

The front cover of this month’s magazine shows Florence, who lives in rural Kenya, 
holding onions grown on the village allotment. This has been made possible using 
water from the village dam, funded by Christian Aid. (see back cover) 
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A letter from Sandy 
Hello everyone. I would like to thank you for your thoughts and prayers, for your cards 
and telephone calls after the passing of my dad Stan. 
Over the last few months Dad was finding life more and more of a challenge. On 
Thurs. 18th Feb Dad fell at home and was taken to Queen’s Medical with a broken hip. 
On Saturday he was operated on and we were warned that he might not be strong 
enough to withstand the anaesthetic. By the very next day Dad told us he was as fit as 
a fiddle. He started physio shortly after and was doing very well until he contracted a 
urine infection. He became quite confused and emotional. By Wed. 3rd March he 
started to improve and there was talk about him coming home. On 11th March he 
was still waiting for care to be put in place at home so that he could be discharged. 
The next day he was discharged to Harley House Nursing Home in Leicester. He was to 
stay there over the weekend whilst care was put in at home. Unfortunately, Dad 
tested positive for Covid and was told he would have to stay there for two weeks. He 
was very happy at Harley House. He was very well looked after, and he loved the food. 
On Sat 13th March we took some clean clothes over to him and the staff held him up 
at the window so we could wave at each other. On Monday 15th March Dad had 
suffered a severe nosebleed and was sent to the Royal for blood and fluid 
transfusions. By Tues. 23rd March he was doing very well and started to have physio 
again. He improved well enough that by Fri. 26th March he was discharged to Hinckley 
Community Hospital. Dad had been there before after a previous hospital stay and he 
had enjoyed it there and was keen to go back. By the following day, though, he 
developed pneumonia. The family were allowed to visit but we had to be completely 
covered with gown, gloves and mask because he was on a Covid ward. He looked very 
weak, but he brightened up immensely when he saw us. By Mon. 29th March Dad had 
improved enough to take short walks and by Wednesday there was talk about him 
coming home. On Fri.2nd April he had pains in his abdomen and was sent back to the 
Royal. Dad was catheterized because he was retaining urine which had caused an 
infection. He was prescribed antibiotics and sent back to Hinckley the very next day. 
He was put in a room of his own. He was very tired, sleeping for most of the time. On 
Mon. 5th April Dad was put on an antibiotic and fluid drip. He had stopped eating and 
was taking just little sips of water. The next day he was on oxygen and we were told 
that the family could come at any time to visit. My brother and I spent a lot of time 
with him on that Tuesday and Wednesday but on Thursday 8th April at 6.00am Dad 
died. 

We are so sorry that we weren’t able to get him home, but we know that he is in 
God’s safe hands now and one day we will meet again.   

Sandy 
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Remember Easter 

Perhaps you were not able to share in all the events where we remembered  
and pondered on the Easter story. The year is moving on, but take a while to 
think about this greatest of Christian festivals and how, as a fellowship, we 
celebrated it and our faith and fellowship were deepened. 

Let’s recall that week from Palm Sunday to Easter day. 

Do you remember getting up in time for prayers each day of the week at 8.30? 
We are told that some people were in their night attire or at least half of it! 
Nevertheless, we travelled with Jesus during those last days of his life -singing, 
reading, praying and meditating each morning. 

We shared in services on Palm Sunday as we remembered Jesus entry into 
Jerusalem. The children waved the Palm branches they had made as we sang a 
welcome to Jesus. Later that day a choral service was held, organised by three 
churches in Loughborough: Loughborough Baptist, Frederick Street and Trinity 
Methodist. 

On Thursday a cross was erected in the church yard in Baxter Gate; it was 
draped with black and purple cloth and a crown of thorns placed at the head 
of the cross -a reminder to ‘those who pass by.’ In the evening a service was 
held at Frederick Street remembering the last meal Jesus had with his disciples 
– we washed our hands together and shared bread and wine. 

On Friday morning a joint service was held at Trinity Methodist with people 
from all three churches taking part -the death of Jesus at the hands of the 
people was remembered. On Friday and Saturday 
morning hot cross buns were given out to those 
passing by in Baxter Gate; included with these was 
a copy of Luke’s Gospel. Gifts were also taken out 
to some of our own fellowship. 

Each morning during Holy week Sunday Club met 
at 10.00 on zoom. Each day we shared the account 
of what happened that day on the first Easter -we 
joined in songs, crafts, and talking together. On the 
last day we all made Easter biscuits! 
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Our Easter morning service brought the week to its climax as we celebrated 
the resurrection of Jesus.  The crown of thorns had gone; the cross was 
draped in white and all joined together as we remembered the Easter story 
and sang the Easter songs. ‘HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED’ 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Moving Forwards: Dates to note 
Yarn Angels will be meeting on Tuesday 4th May from 10am – 12 noon                  

Lunch Break will be opening on Wednesday 19th May from 10.30am - 1pm 

Creations will be meeting on Wednesdays in May - dates will be published         

Sunday services, from Sunday May 23rd (Pentecost/ Whit Sunday) we hope to 
hold services in church.  

All these events are subject to government guidelines, but we go forward in 
faith and hope. 

 



8 

Helps to worship 
 
One of the things I have enjoyed during lockdown is the opportunity to play 
my piano and this has helped me to worship. Perhaps the advantage of this is 
that nobody else can hear my wrong notes so that I am able to sing along and 
enjoy not just the music but the words also. 
I have enjoyed playing some of the old, established hymns of the church but 
newer hymns/songs as well. What is a great encouragement to me is when 
hymns or songs are based on Scripture.  ‘Crown Him with many crowns’ and 
‘Great is Thy faithfulness’ are good examples of this but so many of the newer 
songs do this also.  I would like to share with you this month one that 
resonated with me and helped me to worship. 
The one I have chosen is based on Scripture, in Joel 2:28 and reinforced in Acts 
2:17. It talks of the gift of the Holy Spirit and how He gives power to do all 
things and carry out the great commandments of Jesus and our responsibility 
to bring people to Jesus. It is written by Chris Bowater and has a very singable 
tune. 
 

“Make me Lord, a dreamer for your kingdom,  
plant in my heart heavenly desires, 
Grant faith that can say, impossibilities shall be;  
a vision lest a world should perish, not knowing Thee. 
 
Make me Lord, a dreamer for your kingdom, 
 I would aspire to greater goals in God. 
So cause faith to rise, to motivate each word and deed,  
a faith that’s well convinced that Jesus meets every need. 
 
Make me Lord, a dreamer for your kingdom;  
dreams that will change a world that’s lost its way. 
May dreams that first found their birth in your omnipotence, 
come alive in me, becoming reality”. 
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As we look at our world today, I am sure you will agree that it has lost its way, 
is not how God planned it and only through Jesus can it be right, be fruitful 
and have the ability to meet the needs of those He came to save. 
I am also challenged by the passage that we can all be dreamers, irrespective 
of our age, and in the power of the Holy Spirit miracles can be seen in our 
lives, our church, country and world. 
Are you a dreamer for God’s kingdom and if so, what are your dreams? 

Daphne 
 

 
Racial Prejudice 

 
With recent media/news items about this, it leaves us both sad and 
disappointed. At LBC we feel sure that we have all been encouraged for our 
experiences of a multi-racial church as people of colour, white and other, 
regardless of our genetic backgrounds. 
 
It has been good to see the efforts of so many people, of many faiths or none, 
through their works and ways. They have given us many reasons to continue 
and uphold our beliefs in a multi-racial society and a Global God. 

Praise be! 

Richard O'Connor 

 

'All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  

They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one 
another in a spirit of brotherhood.  

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status.' 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UN, 1948 
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Christian Aid Week  

10 to 16 May 

Standing together with our most marginalised global neighbours, of all faiths 
and none, is what Christian Aid has now been doing for over 75 years.  
Donations, especially during Christian Aid Week, make this possible.  

Christian Aid describes the impact of Climate Change as probably their 
greatest ever challenge as it is often felt hardest by those communities that 
have the least and which need sustaining the most.  The picture from Kenya, 
on the front cover, shows Florence who used to walk many miles to get water 
but who can now grow onions using water from a new earth dam Christian Aid 
has helped her village to build. 

This year, with no House to House Collection in Loughborough, donation to 
Christian Aid can be made either on-line with an E-envelope at 
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/lbc or (from 9th May) by 
phoning Anne or Martyn on 01509 213137 and requesting a traditional giving 
envelope.   

Another way of supporting Christian Aid is through the Coffee Morning and 
Children’s Decorated Cupcake Competition at LBC between 10am and noon on 
Saturday 22nd May 2021.  

For more information about Christian Aid visit www.christianaid.org.uk or 
speak to Anne or Martyn. 

‘The poor shall eat and be satisfied;                                                                                       
those who seek him shall praise the Lord’                                                                      

Psalm 22:26 

Give thanks for all those preparing for Christian Aid Week.                                    
Pray for people to have a sense of anticipation and excitement as they pull 
together the practical and logistical plans.  

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/lbc
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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Christian Aid Coffee Morning and                                               
Children’s Decorated Cupcake Competition 

22nd May 2021 

Gavin and I will be hosting another coffee morning in aid of Christian Aid on 
22nd May in the café at LBC. Starting at 10am and finishing at 12 midday there 
will be an assortment of cakes and scones to eat in or take away. Vegan and 
gluten free items will also be available. If anyone doesn’t feel ready to attend 
an event just yet we will happily deliver some cake for a donation. Please just 
let me know before the day so I can ensure I bring you something you will 
enjoy. 

Also at the coffee morning will be a children’s decorated cupcake competition. 
Each entry will be six decorated cupcakes and entrance fee is £1 per entry.  
Adults can help with the tricky bits like baking or even buying six plain 
cupcakes but the decoration must be the child’s own work and they will be 
judged on the decoration only. There will be a prize for the winner and all the 
entries will be auctioned off by silent auction during the coffee morning. To 
take part in the silent auction please register on the day to receive your 
unique number. All bids will be anonymous. Please have your entries at 
church for 10am that morning and judging will be announced at 11.45am 
when the auction finishes. 

Any help on the day or cakes to sell will be very much appreciated. Please let 
me know. 

The last coffee morning for Christian Aid was very well supported and we 
made an amazing amount of money so please be generous again and come 
along. It will be a lovely opportunity to see people we haven’t seen properly 
for a long time. Obviously Covid rules and social distancing will apply but we 
can still make it an enjoyable, delicious and fun event. 

Jean Bates       0116 2606723, 07714033684, jiabates@gmail.com 
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Forgotten Hymns (16) 

I’m always delighted to find hymns or songs that celebrate the earthly life of 
Jesus, but, sadly, there are not many. Traditionally there was “Tell me the 
stories of Jesus”, written by a Nottingham Baptist Sunday School teacher, but 
even that needed a “Resurrection” verse added by Hugh Martin for the 1962 
Baptist Hymn Book. 

More recently, “Search for the infant born in a stable” and “In a byre near 
Bethlehem” in Baptist Praise and Worship are excellent examples. Have you 
sung them lately? 

But also there was a song that became very popular; included in “Praise for 
Today” but excluded from Baptist Praise and Worship, and now largely 
forgotten. 

“Lord of the dance” by Sydney Carter. 

Why, it even begins with the pre-existence of Jesus! 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun 
(John’s Gospel, “In the beginning was the Word…”) 
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun; 
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth 
(“and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”) 
At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

It continues with the Gospel story 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 
But they wouldn’t dance and they wouldn’t follow me. 
(nothing could be more accurate!) 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John-- 
They came with me and the dance went on. 
(these disciples were vibrant young men, not aged saints) 
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I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
The holy people said it was a shame. 
(you know the stories) 
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high; 
And they left me there on a cross to die. 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 
(“there was darkness for three hours”) 
It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone; 
(“they made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the 
guard”) 
But I am the life and I still go on! 

They cut me down and I leapt up high, 
I am the life that’ll never, never die; 
(“I am the resurrection and the life”) 
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me 
(“I live, yet not I; Christ lives in me” wrote Paul) 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he. 

So I say 
Dance then, wherever you may be; 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he; 
And you all wherever you may be, 
And I’ll lead you all I’ll lead in the dance, said he. 
By singing, and dancing to this song, children can learn the whole story of 
Jesus and it wouldn’t do us older folk any harm to feel the vibrancy of its 
Gospel message. 

DRB                                                               

 
Items for the June magazine should be emailed to LBCMag11@gmail.com  by 
NOON on Sunday 23rd May 2021 

mailto:LBCMag11@gmail.com
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Each month we receive a beautifully written and decorated 
contribution for the magazine from Anna Pratt and her contribution this  
month has been printed in its original form. 
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Church Office:  Tel: 01509 215642  
 e-mail: office@lbcweb.org.uk  

Pastoral Worker:  Victoria Edwards Tel: 07557 023383 
General Secretary:  Margaret Thirlwell Tel: 01509 232840 
Family Worker:   Bethany Lock Tel: 07756 200382 
Administrator:    Edward Atkin Tel:   01509 502057 
 e-mail: admin@lbcweb.org.uk 

SUNDAY 10.45 am with Crèche, and Sundiclub Group. 
WORSHIP Communion on 3rd Sunday of the month. 

4.00 pm Sunday@Four   
(3rd Sun in the month instead of 6pm) 
6.00 pm with Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

   
MID-WEEK Bible Study, House Groups and Discipleship and Christian 
 Meditation courses are run, offering opportunities for 

Christian learning and fellowship. Contact Club for snooker.  
 
Link-Up, a social evening for people with learning difficulties, is 
held on the 1st Saturday of every month. 
 

 CHILDREN & Contact Bethany Lock for more details  
YOUNG PEOPLE 

 
 LUNCH BREAK Open Tuesday to Friday: you may bring your own food to 

eat, or buy food and drink for a quiet lunch time. 
Senior Friends connected with the church may belong to 
the fortnightly Lunch Club. 

 
 TRANSPORT to services and meetings is available on request. 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS please contact the Church Office 
 Open daily 9 am - 12 noon or look on our web site 

w w w . l b c w e b . o r g . u k  
 

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/
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